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Businessmen here who need to
travel to China will be able to do
soin the coming weeks.

A Singapore-China fast lane
foressential travelisbeingestab-
lished, and will cover travel
among six Chinese provinces
and municipalities.

Inajoint pressstatement yes-
terday, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Ministry of Trade
and Industry said these areasare

Chongqing, Guangdong,
Jiangsu, Shanghai, Tianjin and
Zhejiang.

Thescheme willbeopentores-
idents in both Singapore and
China who need to make essen-
tial business or official trips
between the two countries.

Those here who travel under
the scheme must be sponsored
by either a company or govern-
ment agency inChina.

The sponsor has to file an
application with local Chinese
authorities who will issue the
applicant an invitation if
approved. The approved appli-
cant has to obtain a visa at the
Chinese embassy here, and sub-
mitahealthdeclaration.

The traveller will also have to
pay for and take a polymerase
chainreaction (PCR) test within
48 hours before departure and
obtainacertificate proving they
havetestednegative.

Upon arrival, the traveller
willtake another PCR test.

Safetyprotocolsrequiretrav-
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ellers to stick to a pre-approved
itinerary, and have the relevant
contact tracing applications on
theirdevices.

Those travelling from China
to Singapore will go through a
similar processand get approval
from the Singapore authorities
instead.

Applications for those spon-
sored by a government agency
will open next Monday.

Those sponsored by compa-

nies may apply later.

The arrangement was
announced following Singa-
pore’s exploration of piloting
fastlanearrangementswithsev-
eral countries and regions, in
conjunction with phase one of
itssafereopening.

It has beenreported that Sin-
gapore is in similar talks with
Australiaand New Zealand.

Trade and Industry Minister
ChanChunSing postedon Face-
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book that this was part of efforts
to maintain global connectivity
andsustaineconomic capacities
and capabilities.

“We will resume essential
businesstravelsinaprogressive
way to balance health and eco-
nomic considerations,” he said.

“Mutualassuranceand confi-
dence to put in place effective
Covid-19 prevention and con-
trol measures are important in
such fast lane arrangements,

and | look forward to making
progress with more countries in
our bilateral discussions.”

Mr Roland Ng, president of
the Singapore Chinese Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, said
businessmenherehavebeenanx-
ious to travel to China since
restrictions were imposed
about five months ago.

TRAVELBUBBLE

“The long-term benefits of the
travelbubbleoutweighthecosts
and procedures involved in the
near term. Thetravelbubble pro-
vides a better opportunity for
Singaporecompanies withoper-
ationsandinvestmentsinChina
toemergestrongerafterthe pan-
demic,” he said.

Mr Bill Foo, chairman of the
Singapore Business Circle, an
organisationthat seeksto further
businesstiesbetween Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand and
Israel, said he looks forward to
such a scheme being developed
with Australiaand New Zealand.
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Businessmen here who need to travel to China
will be able to do so in the coming weeks.

[ ]

A Singapore-China fast lane for essential travel
is being established, and will cover travel among
six Chinese provinces and municipalities.

In a joint press statement yesterday, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Trade and

lndustry said these areas are Chongqing, &) The traveller will have to pay for and take a polymerase chain reaction test within 48 hours before departure and obtain a certificate
Guangdong, Jlangsu, Shanghal. Tlanﬂn and proving they have tested negative. TNP PHOTO: DESMOND WEE
Zhejiang.

The scheme will be open to residents in both Singapore and China who need to make essential
business or official trips between the two countries.

Those here who travel under the scheme must be sponsored by either a company or government
agency in China.

The sponsor has 1o file an application with local Chinese authorities who will issue the applicant an
invitation if approved. The approved applicant has to obtain a visa at the Chinese embassy here,
and submit a health declaration.

https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/fast-lane-scheme-allow-essential-singapore-china-travel
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The traveller will also have to pay for and take a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test within 48
hours before departure and obtain a certificate proving they have tested negative.

Upon arrival, the traveller will take another PCR test.

Safety protocols require travellers to stick to a pre-approved itinerary, and have the relevant contact
tracing applications on their devices.

Those travelling from China to Singapore will go through a similar process and get approval from
the Singapore authorities instead.

Applications for those sponsored by a government agency will open next Monday.
Those sponsored by companies may apply later.

The arrangement was announced following Singapere's exploration of piloting fast lane
arrangements with several countries and regions, in conjunction with phase one of its safe
reopening.

It has been reported that Singapore is in similar talks with Australia and New Zealand.

Trade and Industry Minister Chan Chun Sing posted on Facebook that this was part of efforts to
maintain global connectivity and sustain economic capacities and capabilities.

"We will resume essential business travels in a progressive way to balance health and economic
considerations,” he said.

"Mutual assurance and confidence to put in place effective Covid-19 prevention and control
measures are important in such fast lane arrangements, and | look forward to making progress
with mare countries in our bilateral discussions.”

Mr Roland Ng, president of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said
businessmen here have been anxious to travel to China since restrictions were imposed about five
months ago.

TRAVEL BUBBLE

"The long-term benefits of the travel bubble outweigh the costs and procedures involved in the near
term. The travel bubble provides a better opportunity for Singapore companies with operations and
investments in China to emerge stronger after the pandemic, he said.

Mr Bill Foo, chairman of the Singapore Business Circle, an organisation that seeks to further
business ties between Singapore, Australia, New Zealand and Israel, said he locks forward to such a
scheme being developed with Australia and New Zealand.



