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Honourable Minister for Finance Heng Swee Keat

Senior Minister of State for Communications and Information, and Culture,
Community and Youth, Ms Sim Ann

Excellencies, Senior Government Officials
Distinguished speakers and friends
SCCCI Council Members and Members

Ladies and Gentlemen
Good Morning everyone!

On behalf of the SCCCI, | extend a warm welcome to all of you for
participating in this year's SME Conference.
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Our conference is now into its twentieth (ZOth) year. Over the last two
decades, we have been continuously exploring, innovating and progressing,
to make this annual grand business gathering into the most definitive event
for the local small and medium enterprises. It is where they would come to
learn, interact and explore.

The number of participants for this year’s SME Conference has exceeded
6,000, setting a new record. This impressive event has not only achieved a
high level of recognition from within the local business community, but also
strong support from the Chinese business chambers overseas. They have
specially organised delegations to visit Singapore to attend this conference.
As we will all agree - networking will generate business opportunities.
Therefore, through this platform created by the Chamber, | urge everyone
to seize this chance to actively expand your network and uncover new
business opportunities.

The theme of this year's conference is: "New Faces of SMEs: Disrupter.
Challenger. Leader". We hope that through this two-day conference, we
could help, as well as encourage businesses to identify and develop their
unique value proposition. Participants would then be able to realise their
competitive advantage and formulate their best strategic positioning.

| shall now continue my speech in Mandarin.
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