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Honourable Mr K. Shanmugam, Minister for Home Affairs and Law
Excellencies

Government officials

Friends from the business, cultural and educational communities
Honorary council members, council members and members

Ladies and gentlemen

1. Good evening to everyone! The Mid-Autumn Festival is a time for
reunion. This evening, as we celebrate this traditional Chinese festival
with other ethnic groups, it becomes an even more memorable reunion.
| am also very pleased that members of the diplomatic corps and friends
from the business community have also joined us tonight. On behalf of
the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry, a warm
welcome to all our distinguished guests.

2. Giving back to society has always been the essence of the Chinese

entrepreneurial spirit. The SCCCI has given strong support to education
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since its establishment. The Chamber launched its scholarship
programme in 1967, to provide equal opportunities for education, and
to support outstanding students from humble background, regardless

of race.

3. I am happy to note that some of the students we have helped through
our scholarships are here this evening. Many of them have done well in
their respective careers, and have promising positions in business,
academia and government service. We are pleased and proud that
many of them are also contributing back to the society. Congratulations

to all of you!

4. AsSingapore looks towards the Future Economy, the Chamber hopes to
groom, through our scholarships, the right talent for Singapore, and to
instill the best values, especially the Chinese entrepreneurial spirit of

giving back to society. | will go into this further in my Mandarin speech.
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