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Good morning to everyone! It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the SAF Combined
Rededication Ceremony for the West Zone, officiated by Minister for Trade and Industry Lim Hng
Kiang. We are indeed happy and privileged to host this meaningful event, which fully demonstrates

the strong support of businesses towards National Service.

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of National Service. In the early days of National Service, young
men from different racial, religious and cultural backgrounds came together to undergo the same
tough training and learned to be resilient. Together, they cultivated shared values of protecting our
country, and upholding peace to bring even more prosperity to Singapore. Our veteran NSmen should
be very proud of Singapore’s current achievements! Our efforts have been richly rewarded. Our next
generation will continue to wear the NS uniform with pride, as they carry on to defend our nation!

Peace is not easily attained. We have to treasure it, and we must not let our guard down. Countries
around the world continue to be plagued by threats of terrorism. Singapore is no exception. With
continued acts of terrorism breaking out everywhere, it is even more necessary for Singaporeans to

stay united, strengthen our total defence, and improve all citizens’ ability to cope.
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The SAF Day Combined Rededication Ceremony for the West Zone, that our Chamber is hosting today,
has seen a strong participation of 113 organisations, including local SMEs, MNCs, government
agencies, statutory boards, non-profit organisations and 8 Trade associations. | am pleased to
announce that all participating organisations have agreed to strengthen their support to NS by
attaining the NS Mark accreditation today. In a while, they will jointly sign a declaration to support
their NSmen employees in fulfilling their NS obligations, acquire skills, and to commit their civil assets
and services in support of Total Defence and support our nation in national crises or emergencies.

Together, we commit to work hard to strengthen our country’s safety and defence.

In closing, | would like to thank our partner organisations, the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Command,
and JTC Corporation, as well as all business representatives, for your support and attendance today.

May we all maintain vigilance and stand united in defence of Singapore!



