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Honourable Minister for Trade and Industry Mr Chan Chun Sing

Senior Minister of State for Ministry of Communications and
Information & Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, Ms Sim
Ann,

Excellencies, Senior Government Officials

Distinguished speakers and friends

SCCCI Council Members and Members

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good Morning everyone!

On behalf of the SCCCI, | extend a warm welcome to all of you for
participating in this year's SME Conference.
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Our conference is now into its twenty-first (21%) year. Over the last
two decades, we have continued to innovate and seek new
breakthroughs, in order to make this annual grand business
gathering into the most definitive event for the local small and
medium enterprises. It is where our businesses and SMEs would
come to get insights, interact and network.

The number of participants for this year's SME Conference has
reached 7,000. Through this platform created by the Chamber, | urge
everyone to seize the chance to actively expand your network and
uncover new business opportunities.

The theme of this year's conference is "Global Innovations:
Navigating the New Future". We are facing a challenging external
environment and the Singapore economy is slowing down.
Chamber's Annual Business Survey this year revealed that
businesses have indeed been affected by the current economic
downturn.  However, our companies must continue with the
momentum to transform, innovate and upgrade their capabilities.
Through this two-day conference, we have curated a rich programme
that we hope can help you to navigate this complex business setting.

| shall now continue my speech in Mandarin.
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